
Pastors Corner  April 2020 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 
week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 

me, so I send you." When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the 

Holy Spirit" (John 20:19-22). 
 
 

 
As all of you likely now know, Governor Evers has 
issued a "Safer at Home" order for all of Wisconsin 
beginning 8am March 25th and extending until April 
24th. 
 

 
This means that we, as a congregation, will very 
likely be unable to gather together in-person for 
Easter Sunday on April 12th. Like all of you, this 
realization brings me sadness and grief. I long to be 
in worship with you. I long to hear your voices rise 
together in prayer and song to God. I long to hear 
your laughter and joy while sharing Easter breakfast 
with one another. 
 

 
Unfortunately, if we want to keep our community 
safe and healthy, we will need to continue this self-
quarantine, going out only in necessity, to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus. It is only by working 
together can we keep all of us healthy. To stay 
home truly is an act of love for our neighbors. 
 

 
In the midst of this awareness of what Easter 
Sunday will look like for us this year, I was reminded 
of the first Easter. 
 

 
Jesus had just been killed, executed by the Roman 
and religious authorities. His disciples were huddled 
together in fear. In the upper room, behind locked 
doors, isolating themselves from the community in 
which they live, they faced an uncertain future. 
 

 
Into this room, the resurrected Jesus comes to them 
and offers peace. 
 

 
Into a locked room, resurrection breaks in. 

 

 
Into fear and isolation, resurrection breaks in. 
 

 
Resurrection breaks in and the disciples are given 
the Holy Spirit and enlivened for the work Christ 
calls them to do. 
 

 
I wish we could gather together on Easter Sunday. I 
wish we could gather this Sunday! 
 

 
But, no matter where we find ourselves on Easter; 
whether we worship together in our sanctuary or 
together from home, resurrection always wins. 
 

 
The resurrected Jesus comes to us wherever we 
gather and once again offers peace, hope, and love. 
The resurrected Jesus comes to us in fear and 
isolation, in our homes and in our hearts, and once 
again assures us the death always gives way to new 
life in Christ. 
 

 
We may not all be together this Easter, but we will 
still be the people of God and Jesus will meet each 
of us in our homes, among our families, and once 
again fill us with his presence. 
 

 
Fear, isolation, locked-doors, quarantines, and 
viruses have no power over the love of God in Jesus 
Christ and, come Easter, Resurrection will break 
forth into our world, our homes, and our lives. 
 

 
This time in our lives will end. We will not need to 
stay apart from others forever. And, the next time we 
do gather in person, we are going to have an Easter 
celebration and live even more fully into the promise 
of Easter--new life in Jesus Christ. 

 

  

 

Peace, 

Pr. JonPaul          

 
 
 
 
 

 



Dear Members of 

 Pleasant Valley Lutheran Church 

 

We are moving into unknown areas with 
worship, Sunday School, and fellowship.  I 
read an interesting article from astronaut 
Scott Kelly, who spent several months on 
the International Space Station.  His advice 
fits our situation:  Maintain a routine, read a 
good book, take up a hobby, do something 
you enjoy, phone friends and neighbors.  
Talk with people directly, versus e-mail.   

 

The council will come up with a way to meet 
and make plans for our future.  If you have 
any thoughts or ideas for keeping in touch 
with each other, please call me.   

 

We are going to continue to function as 
Pleasant Valley Lutheran Church.  In order 
to do that we will need to pay our bills, so 
please be mindful of your weekly or monthly 
giving.  Offering can be sent to Roxie Ulness 
at W3044 Pine Road, Eleva, Wisconsin  
54738, or to Church, at W2450 County Road 
WW, Eleva, Wisconsin  54738. 

 

Let's support our neighbors!  

John Poore, Council President  

 

 

 

 

Treasurers’ Report 

None Submitted  

Roxie Ulness, Treasurer 

 
 

 

 

 Pleasant Valley Lutheran Church 

Council Minutes, Sunday, March 1, 2020 

 
The meeting was called to order at 10:37 by 

President Poore. When Pastor was done with Sunday 

School, he joined us and led us in a devotional 

prayer. 

 

Non-agenda 

 Corissa Sands was with us to highlight her 

plans for the Easter breakfast, which will be funded 

with a Thrivent Seed Card from Kay Sands.  She will 

serve scrambled eggs, sausages, mini-muffins, 

vanilla yogurt, orange juice, milk, and coffee.  

Corissa will also be teaching Sunday School on 

March 22.  She plans on doing a kick-off to Luther 

Park camping options on that day, as well as 

teaching the lesson. 

  

Reports 
The secretary’s report was reviewed.  The 

treasurer’s report was reviewed.    Due to many bills 

coming due, expenses in February exceeded income 

by $1,136.71.  The Mission Offering for Kathy Jo 

Bahling’s family was $386. The lift inspection cost 

$77 and the permit cost $50.  It cost $38 to have the 

water quality checked and $159.20 to have the fire 

extinguishers checked.  We sent $433 to the 

Sojourner House from the January Mission Offering.  

The Pastor’s report was reviewed.  The worship for 

Lent will be Holden’s Evening Prayer.  There was a 

hospital visit and one pastoral care home visit.  We 

will plan a Council retreat for later in the year.  

Pastor JonPaul is looking at having youth younger 

than fifth grade take communion.  He will be talking 

to parents of our youth to see how they feel about 

this.   

Randy made a motion to accept all reports.  

Second by Dwight.  Motion carried. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 The office phone is still being interrupted by 

the phone in the lift.  Monica will check with TCC to 

see if we can have another line dedicated to the lift 

installed and what the price will be. 

 We had some questions as to where the 

baptismal banner came from.  It was donated many 

years ago by the Clarence Wilson family. 

 

Education – Sunday school has been going well.  

We still need teachers to sign up for part of March, 

plus April and May, up to the final day, May 17.  



There will be an Easter egg hunt for the youth on 

Palm Sunday, as a part of Sunday School.  Dwight 

will check with Corissa or Courtney to see if they are 

willing to run the hunt.   

 

Worship – Roxie will order palms for Palm Sunday. 

 Ruth will get spring flowers for the shut-ins.   

 The last day of Sunday for the school year 

will be on May 17. That will also end the 

confirmation program for the school year.  Pastor 

will speak to the parents to plan a day to confirm the 

two students.  Roxie will check to see if we have any 

graduates. 

 John will check with Mark Koser to see if he 

is willing to organize the balloon drop at the end of 

the second service on Easter morning. 

 The sunrise service will be at 6:30, with 

breakfast beginning after the service, about 7:30.  

The second service will be at 9 a.m.   

 The Praise Team will be leading us in song 

for the 9 a.m. service.  

 

Property – Dwight and the Park Committee will 

work on solidifying a plan for the next step in 

planning for park access.  He has been working with 

S&K Landscaping, who will be doing the work.  The 

committee members are Nate, Dale, Dave, Dwight, 

John, Randy, and Greg.  

 The bazaar will be on October 4.  Randy and 

Kay will again plan, cook, and serve the dinner.  

Dwight will again run the meat auction. Dwight will 

also check to see if he can book the Silver Edition; 

the polka band we had with us last year.  The lefse 

wasn’t discussed. 

 They will run electricity up to the park after it 

thaws.     

The larger furnace that heats the sanctuary 

has been acting up again.  We will put out a notice 

that we will be replacing the furnace.  We will 

probably put the new one in closer to fall, so the 

warranty is in effect as we’re using the furnace. 

 The security light closest to Highway WW is 

not working.  Dwight will look at getting a 

replacement. 

 The front of the church needs some 

landscaping work.  We will get to that very soon so 

bushes can be pruned or removed. 

 

New Business 

Cleghorn Fest will be held on September 13.  

We will get two booths, with games for the children 

and raffle tickets for sale.  Pastor believes we will be 

asked to lead the service. 

We discussed the outdoor service.  It will be 

held on September 20 or the 27.  The drawback to 

having it on the 20 is that the Praise Team would be 

asked to lead the songs on 3 Sundays in September:  

the 13, for Cleghorn Fest, the 20, for the outdoor 

service, and the 27 for our regular end-of-the-month 

service.  The drawback to having it on the 27 is that 

the next week we have the bazaar and lefse making, 

plus getting the church, etc., ready for the bazaar. 

Mission Offering:  March – money for quilt making 

                          April – Brad Windjue – an 

Eleva/Sturm teacher diagnosed with esophageal             

cancer. 

                          May – Luther Park 

                          June – Hope Gospel Mission 

   

Other items           
 Next meeting – April 5, 2020. 

 Ruth made a motion to adjourn.  Second by 

Randy.  Motion carried.   

 Meeting adjourned at 11:52 and closed with 

the Lord’s Prayer.   

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Ruth Poore 

Members present:  Roxie Ulness, Dwight Sands, 

Dave Vlcek, Pastor JonPaul, Randy Sands, John 

Poore, Ruth Poore, Corissa Sands 

 

Addendum – There will be a time change for the 

services during the outdoor service and the bazaar 

service.  Both will begin at 10 a.m., to accommodate 

a lunch afterward.   

 

 

Lent & Holy Week schedule                    

Watch for info on the Web site or will come on the 

communication calling chain 

 

Announcement a new Prayer/ Communication list 

is included in this mail please save it for future 

use. Call Pastor and or Sandy to start as always. 

When you look it over you will see Sandy’s name 

has been added to the bottom of each list. If you 

end your chain, call Sandy. She will be letting the 

Pastor know who the chain missed. Let me know if 

there are any changes needed. Tks,   Monica 

 



WELCA                          

 

April 1
st
 Morning of Renewal at Sabylund Lutheran, 

in Stockholm, Cancelled 

 

April 17-18 SWO Convention at Bethany Lutheran 

in Rice Lake, Cancelled 

 

July 16-19, Triennial Gathering at Phoenix, AZ 

 

August 20-21, Dairyland/Lake Superior Conference 

Retreat, at Luther Park, in Chetek 

 

October 4 is the fall bazaar.  Plan ahead! 

 

 

Happy Birthday!  

To everyone who has a  

“April Birthday”.  

Blessings on your special day!    

 

 

 

Sunday school / Confirmation 

Sunday school is cancelled until further 

notice.  The Final class is scheduled for May 17
th

, if it 

resumes. They might have classes over the summer as 

they did last year. You can also sign up to give the 

children’s message during the worship service. 

The two students will be finishing 

confirmation classes in May. Pastor will talk with the 

parents about when to have Confirmation.  

 

Praise Team News 
The Praise Team is scheduled to play at 

Pleasant Valley on April 12 and 26 however, this 

could change due to the current health crisis.  The 

group was planning to lead worship at the Chippewa 

Valley Correctional Treatment Facility on April 10 

and April 26.  However, these have been cancelled 

due to a restriction on visitors put in place at all 

prison facilities in the state.  Please keep the inmates 

and staff at CVCTF in your prayers.  Praise Team 

practices will be held when possible. 

 

    IN NEED OF PRAYER 

Here is our Prayer Concern list: 

For the Family of Lavern Risler – he has passed 

away - Mary Sands Risler’s father-in-law 

The Family of Norma Arneson – She has passed 

away Sandy Schuch and Bob Timm’s sister 

Rex Hand – his cancer has returned; friend of the 

Berger’s 

Kim (neighbor to Pr. JonPaul and Jessica) - 

diagnosed with breast cancer 

Riverlyn Walsh – a 2-month-old grandniece of 

Jennifer and Eric Anderson- has leukemia, is 

receiving chemo treatments. 

Jade Wampole – Granddaughter of Randy and 

Joann Wampole has leukemia she is 4 yrs. old, is 

responding well to treatments. 

Kim Johnson - Sadie's niece - has been diagnosed 

with lung cancer. 

Romaine Knutson – cancer; a member of Pastor’s 

family 

Catherine Erickson – pancreatic cancer  

Henry Karnatz – Kari‘s dad- suffering with 

dementia 

Gerri Sessions – strengthening & healing 

Holly Poore – in Thailand for 1 year, teaching 

English 

Dan and Shelby Hill and family - missionaries 

living in France 

Keyla Lisbeth - the Sharing the Dream recipient, 

student in Guatemala 

Our service men and women; Alex Bauer 

stationed in South Korea  

The inmates at CVCTF  

The neighborhood people we have chosen to pray 

for this month. 

       (Prayer’s in Monica’s office on March 29
th

, 8:30) 

 

 All those on our visiting list:  

 Bob Dutter, Gary & Sharon Hazen,  

   Jim & Janice Teigen 
  

April Mission offering recipient:  

Brad Windjue – an Eleva-Sturm teacher diagnosed 

with esophageal cancer. 

 

 

 

http://clipart.christiansunite.com/1407926461/Praying_Hands_Clipart/Praying_Hands002.gif


TEXTS AND READERS FOR APRIL 

Lesson’s are listed so you can read them at home 
 

Sixth Evening Lent - Apri1 1
st
  

Canceled 

Palm Sunday – April 5
th

 

    Red   Canceled  Jessica 

Dragseth   Isaiah 50:4-9a    

Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 

Matthew 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54 
 

Evening - Maundy Thursday 9
th 

  

Red  Might be canceled Corissa Sands 

Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-14, 31b-35 
 

Evening - Good Friday April 10
st
   

Black Might be canceled  Monica Bahr 

Isaiah 52:13—53:112 

Psalm 22 

Hebrew 10:16-25 or 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

John 18:1—19:42 
 

Easter Sunrise – 12
th 

 White          Roxie Ulness 

Easter Sunday – 12
th 

White  Might be canceled Sharon Anderson 

Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43 

Matthew 28:1-10 or John 20:1-18 
 

Second Sunday of Easter – 19
th

  
White Might be canceled    Randy Sands 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Psalm 16 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 
 

Third Sunday of Easter – 26
th

  

White Might be canceled Marianna Gilbertson  

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 

           
 

Special Council Meeting March 15, 2020 
The meeting was called to order at 10:16 by 

President John Poore. 

Pastor JonPaul spoke about the difficult 

decisions churches are facing regarding Coronavirus 

and vulnerability of many of our members and is 

recommending suspension of services until Easter.  

He also talked about all the risks should we continue 

to hold services.  Pastor will still write his sermons 

and offer them on Sunday using Zoom, a cloud 

platform for video and audio conferencing.  There 

was discussion about the members who do not have 

access to that type of platform.  Augsburg Fortress 

and CCLI have offered free licensing for use of the 

hymnals and liturgy to allow live streaming of 

services during this national crisis.  Half a dozen 

local churches have already suspended in-person 

worship services and more are expected this week.  

There was also discussion regarding the expenses 

that will still need to be paid without offering 

coming in.  We will ask that members continue to 

support the church and give their missed offering 

once in person services resume. 

Pastor asked for a motion to suspend in-

person worship until Maundy Thursday.  Dave made 

the motion, Randy seconded.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roxie Ulness, Treasurer 

Members present: Pastor JonPaul Dragseth, John 

Poore, Randy Sands, Dave Vlcek and Roxie Ulness 

 
 

Important Note: 
The mission Sunday for March 29

th
 was for 

Supplies for P.V. Quilting.  If you would like to 

donate to this mission, please earmark your check 

accordingly, so Roxie will know how to record it, 

and send it to the Church or to Roxie. Thanks! 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 

Look up Roman 6:3-4:  baptized in Christ Jesus 

2 Corinthians 5:17 – So if anyone is in Christ there is a new creation: everything old has been 

passed away; see, everything had been new! 



Pleasant Valley Lutheran Church 

W2450 Cty, Rd. WW 

Eleva WI 54738 
 

 

 

 

 

 

“That all May come, Serving all the People of God”    

Pastor JonPaul Dragseth: Cell: 715-271-2253 
Church office:  715-287-4473 
Church Secretary: Monica Bahr – Home: 715-287-4742 
Church E-mail: plesantvalley@tcc.coop   
Website: www.pleasantvalleylutheran.com 
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Maundy Thursday 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:plesantvalley@tcc.coop
http://www.pleasantvalleylutheran.com/

